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SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE FOUNDATION

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DONOR DRIVE

As we ready for our 2020 Donor Drive, please accept our thanks for your past support of the SSCF and
consideration for the ever-growing needs of our students. Please also take a moment to learn more about
how we are helping students in new and innovative ways.

Over the past few months, we have all been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic in one way or another.
For SSC students, this might have meant not being able to complete classes online without a laptop,
being left unable to pay tuition, or even for some hit the hardest — going without basic essentials like food
or the ability to pay utilities, car payments, or housing. Since March, the SSCF has awarded over $40,000
to students in need of this support! It is only because to the continued generosity of our donors and
partners through the recent establishment of the COVID-19 Student Impact Fund.

We hope to secure additional donations to assist students with hardships as a result of the pandemic,
as well as initiate an investment in the expansion of College healthcare programs.

By providing scholarships and additional educational supports, the SSC Foundation will enable our next
generation and returning adult students in the Chicago Southland to pursue their college dreams and
successfully enter the workforce. As you know, donations to the SSCF are 100% tax-deductible. You can
PayPal to foundation@ssc.edu, pay by Credit Card online or by phone at (708) 225-5846, or utilize the
enclosed donor envelope.

Our sincere thanks—your support truly makes a difference!

fel @A

John Velez, SSCF President Patrick Rush

BMO Harris Bank Executive Director of PR & Resource Development

Join the President’s Club

Fiscal Year 2020-21 President’s Club Donors ($1,250 total or more) will be prominently recognized on
SSCF materials and are invited to attend a private President’s event, when appropriate for gatherings.
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SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE FOUNDATION

FOUNDATION NEWS

The SSCF hosted a National Day of Giving event — Rocky Clark
Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser — sponsored by college Chairman
Frank M. Zuccarelli, Thornton Township, and lllinois State Senator
Napoleon Harris. The event raised over $6,000 for students with
challenges, which the Foundation matched. The fund was created
following the passing of former student Rocky Clark on January 5,
2012. Rocky had been paralyzed from the neck down after a spinal cord
injury in 2000. His injury was a result of a tackle which occurred during
a football game at Eisenhower High School against Oak Forest. He
spent the next eleven years nearly prone in a wheel chair. Rocky Clark
began as a freshman at SSC in the spring of 2004 and last attended
in the spring of 2007. He was an inspirational to all he came in contact
with and was the first recipient of the Walter Payton Scholarship.

South Suburban College President Dr. Lynette Stokes Appointed to lllinois
Community College Board

The Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) recently announced the
appointment of SSC President, Lynette D. Stokes, Ed.D. to its board. Dr.
Stokes was one of just two new statewide appointments along with Dr.
Larry Peterson, former President of Shawnee Community College, whom
upon confirmation from the Senate will serve terms through June 30, 2021.

“Itis truly an honor to be chosen by the lllinois Community College Board
and a privilege to represent South Suburban College and my colleagues
statewide during this critical time,” said Dr. Stokes. “l would like to thank
the ICCB for the opportunity, as well as Governor J.B. Pritzker and Deputy
Governor of Education Jesse Ruiz for their tireless efforts on behalf of
education. They understand the critical role of community colleges, such
as South Suburban College, in providing equitable opportunities to our
community. | look forward to getting to work over the next year to address
the challenges of the times and to advocate for our students.”

Having worked in public service for over 20 years, Dr. Stokes joined SSC in June 2013 as the Vice President
of Academic Services and was named President on October 1, 2018. She currently serves as Ex-Officio of
the SSC Foundation Board. Dr. Stokes has the proud distinction of being the first female president in the
college’s 91-year rich history.

Dr. Stokes has served as an advocate of youth in the child welfare system, taught elementary and
community college education, and worked for equal rights organizations. She was the 2005 recipient
of Roosevelt University’s Most Outstanding Dissertation of the Year; the 2009 recipient of the Kathy
Osterman Award for Outstanding Supervisor given to public service employees in the City of Chicago;
and 2014 recipient of the Chicago Defender’s Women of Excellence Award. In 2018 she was honored with
the Egretha Education Award for Excellence in Education and the lllinois Committee on Black Concerns
in Higher Education (ICBCHE) Trailblazer Award. In 2020 Dr. Stokes was awarded the MLK Excellence in
Education Award by the Southland Ministerial Health Network.

Foundation Welcomes New Manager, Rebecca Garcia

While the Foundation Board wished Linda Mattox well and celebrated her new role
as the college’s new Manager of HR at its 2019 Annual Meeting, the SSCF was also
pleased to announce Rebecca Garcia as the Foundation Manager last November.
Rebecca, a former student scholarship recipient at SSC, brings tremendous passion
and experience to the team. Her previous role as the Director of the college’s Business
& Career Institute is serving her well in her new capacity. Rebecca was recently
appointed to the statewide lllinois Works Review Panel by the Governor’s Office.
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SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE FOUNDATION

COLLEGE NEWS

SSC Associate Degree Nursing (ADN) graduates were not deterred by the pandemic,
in more ways than one.

South Suburban College recently honored the 2020
graduates of the ADN Program with a special socially distanced
ceremony. The graduates received their nursing pins from Dr.
Tasha Williams, Vice President of Academic Services, and Dr.
Linda Brown-Aldridge, who completed her first full academic
year as the Dean of Nursing at SSC.

“The graduates’ dedication, hard work, and resilience is
inspiring, especially with the challenge of COVID-19 during the
spring semester,” said Dr. Brown-Aldridge. “The faculty and staff
worked hard with the students to provide the needed support
for their success during the pandemic.”

When she joined SSC in spring of 2019, Dr. Brown-Aldridge brought more than 30 years of experience
working in hospitals and schools in many roles including nursing, teaching, administration and serving as
the Chief Nursing Officer at Provident Hospital. She has worked hard with Dr. Williams and her team to
position the revitalized program for significant growth. The program admitted 42 new first year Nursing
students for the Fall 2020 Semester, the largest class in several years. Dr. Brown-Aldridge was also recently
appointed to the University of Chicago Ingalls Memorial Community Advisory Council.

"l am dedicated to growing this nursing program to address the health disparities and nursing shortage for
our community,” added Dr. Brown-Aldridge. “The decision to come to SSC was life changing for me. Working
with the great administration, faculty, staff and students this past year has been very rewarding and fulfilling.”

The next admission cycle opens October 15t 2020 to March 15t 2021 for the class to begin Fall 2021.

South Suburban College Board of Trustees

Frank M. Zuccarelli, Chairman John A. Daly, Vice-Chair Janet M. Rogers, Secretary
South Holland Oak Forest Harvey
Anthony DeFilippo, Trustee Vivian Payne, Trustee Terry R. Wells, Trustee  Joseph Whittington, Jr., Trustee
Calumet City Lansing Phoenix Harvey

Board of Trustees Scholarships for High School Graduates:

12 Tuition-Free Hours Per Semester

e Recipients must have a 3.5 GPA (on 4.0 scale) or graduate in the top 15% of their high school class.
Students must also maintain a 3.5 GPA at SSC to continue the scholarship.

e Waiver is good for up to 12 credit hours for four semesters at SSC, a $7,296 value.
e Must be a resident of college District 510 or a student attending a high school in District 510.
e ANNUAL APPLICATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 30.
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Showcase Comparison
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Income Total: $894,836.17

*Total includes COVID-19 Fund Donations
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT & SCHOLARSHIP DONOR DRIVE e 7




SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE FOUNDATION

Phyallen Chaney

At the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic stands Phyallen
Chaney, an SSC student and emergency room customer service
registration clerk. Phyallen, a 36-year old resident of Markham,
IL, is often the first face a person sees when they are walking up
for a coronavirus test under the University of lllinois (UIC) Medical
Center tents.

“We are truly the first line of defense because nurses can’t even
touch a patient until my team enters them into the system and
acquires all of the information necessary to start the process,”
said Phyallen.

Surrounded by people covered in the protection of hoods and
N95 masks, Phyallen has an up close and personal view about
how the virus has affected the community. The testing tent is
divided into two sides: one for employees and the other for the
community. Both groups must have their temperatures taken and
cotton swab testing.

“This [COVID-19]is something that people need to take seriously

because we see every day the people who are testing positive.

One fact that | want everyone to know is that this is also hitting

people who are young, like in their 20’s,” said Phyallen, who has worked in the medical field for more than

13 years. “We will see a large group of that age come in for testing and many have not been changing

their behaviors. Most will recover quickly from it, but the at-risk people they may have infected could have
vastly different results.”

In the midst of the storm, Phyallen sees a light at the end of the tunnel and is thankful that people have
responded so kindly. She and her colleagues are appreciative that the public has recognized the medical
community for all their hard work, but Phyallen says she views the list of heroes as much bigger.

“I have been hearing of people who are doing random kind acts for the community or their neighbors. |
really hope this brings out the best in everyone - not only now but when COVID-19 subsides.”

Phyallen, a graduate of Thornwood High School, has also been moved by the support she is receiving
from her classmates and staff at SSC. “l can't tell you how much | love this school. They make you feel
comfortable and that you are not just a number. | have gotten to know the instructors and students in a
real way and | can feel they care about me.”

Phyallen had to withdraw from several classes this spring as a result of her commitment to battling the
pandemic. Because of the generosity of donors to the SSC Foundation’s COVID-19 Impact Fund, Phyallen
will have her next classes and books paid for when she returns.

“Prior to receiving a surprise email from SSC saying that they would be able to help me, | had some
sleepless nights. Thank you to my school and donors—I truly did not know what | was going to do without
the extra support!”
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South Suburban College is sharing our success stories! Success at SSC is reflected on the faces of
students of all ages, backgrounds and goals, and the college’s new campaign - This is Success — will

highlight our stories ranging from traditional Associate Degree and transfer successes; short term
certificate and career programs leading directly to the workforce; Adult Education including GED
and English as a Second Language program completers; and much more. Visit pathways.ssc.edu

Enyinnaya Omelogu

As a kid growing up in South Holland, Illinois, Enyinnaya Omelogu
always wanted to follow in his parents’ footsteps and join the healthcare
community. He witnessed the humbling and fulfilling emotions his
mother Deborah would experience. She told Enyinnaya, “joy and
sorrow are not unusual on any given shift.”

As a proud graduate of Thornwood High School, Enyinnaya didn't
immediately pursue his calling when he enrolled at the local community
college. After two years at SSC taking general education courses,
Enyinnaya enrolled at University of lllinois Chicago (UIC) from 1999-
2004 where his healthcare passion was reignited. Enyinnaya decided
to return to his roots by applying to the college’s Nursing Program.

“My goal was simply to become the best person that | could be.”

Another reason Enyinnaya says he pursued nursing is because of its
variety of pathways. He could focus on specialties like dialysis or family
medicine. Other nursing options included anesthesia or emergency
room nursing like his mother. As a visual learner, he excelled in SSC's
hands-on Nursing Program curriculum. “The small class sizes were a great asset to me,” said Enyinnaya,
who especially enjoyed his clinical rotations shadowing nurses and other healthcare providers.

Enyinnaya completed his degree in 2009 and passed the NCLEX soon after. Further training was
accomplished in the hospital setting where he collaborated with physicians and other medical personnel
to coordinate patient care. He performed detailed assessments on patients, and learned how to provide
compassionate care. Enyinnaya took advantage of his opportunities and continued to obtain additional
credentials by earning his Master’'s Degree in Anesthesiology from Barry University in Florida.

Enyinnaya credits his community college education for giving him an opportunity to combine his general
studies and nursing education at two different times in his life at a more affordable cost. “The return on
investment allows nurses to provide compassionate care for others and still enjoy a fulfilling lifestyle.”

Armed with three degrees, Enyinnaya was able to smoothly transition from Registered Nurse (RN)
to Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA). He is currently employed at NorthStar Anesthesia.
He works with surgeons and other medical staff to provide anesthesia for patients undergoing medical
procedures. Enyinnaya often thinks of his mother while paying his experiences forward. He serves as a
preceptor to nursing school students as well as anesthesia students/medical students, teaching them the
inner workings of anesthesia in the operating room.

Moreover, Enyinnaya continues to pay it forward it more than one way. He started a scholarship in
memory of his cousin Chima, who passed away after a long fight with cancer. Because of the phenomenal
nurses who took care of his cousin, Enyinnaya thought it would only be appropriate to fund a nursing
education scholarship. He established the Chima Omelogu Memorial Fund at SSC in 2017 by raising monies
with friends. The goal of the scholarship is to fund four $1,000 scholarships for nursing students annually.

Enyinnaya says “making a difference in someone’s life is priceless.” Or in his case, making the difference
in several lives.
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GOVERNOR PRITZKER VISITS OPENING OF COVID-19
TESTING SITE AT SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE'S MAIN
CAMPUS IN SOUTH HOLLAND

South Suburban College was chosen as a COVID-19 testing
site by the lllinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA).
lllinois Governor JB Pritzker visited the site on its opening day of
testing. The testing tents were set up near the college’s Fitness
Center, utilizing the spacious parking lot and secluded roadways
for drive-thru testing. The site remains open daily from 8 a.m. -4
p.m. and testing is available to anyone with COVID-19 concerns.

SSC DONATES SUPPLIES AND SHIELDS TO LOCAL
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

Face shields made in the SouthWorks Maker Lab at South
Suburban College’s Oak Forest Center were donated locally.

SSC donated supplies and masks to local healthcare
providers. The College’s Allied Health & Careers and Nursing
Departments gathered a significant range of N95 masks with
respirators, surgical masks, filters, gloves, gowns and personal
protection kits for area hospitals. Additionally, during SSC's
facility closure, staff at the SouthWorks Maker Lab within the
College’s Oak Forest Center were granted limited access in
order to produce face shields.

“Our healthcare faculty took the initiative to make supplies
available and our Maker Lab managers have committed to
organizing the project to 3D print and assemble protective face
shields to help protect our community,” said Dr. Lynette Stokes,
SSC President. “All of these items were donated to local agencies
and hospitals. I'm so proud that our institution is able to do some
small part to help keep our local healthcare workers safe.”

CARES ACT AND NEW TAX DEDUCTION FOR ALL
TAXPAYERS

In order to help alleviate the economic devastation caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,
Congress enacted the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) which distributed
relief checks up to $1,200 per taxpayer. Among its many provisions is a new universal deduction for
charitable contributions. Taxpayers who don't itemize may now deduct up to $300 per year in charitable
contributions. Congress has granted this universal nonitemized “above the line” charitable deduction so
that all taxpayers can deduct at least some of their donations. Taxpayers should itemize only if all their
personal deductions, including charitable contributions, exceed the standard deduction. The Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act (TCJA), which went into effect in 2018, roughly doubled the standard deduction.
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May 19,2020

South Suburban College Foundation
¢/o United Parcel Service Scholarship
15800 South State Street

South Holland, Illinois 60473

Re: United Parcel Service Scholarship

Dear South Suburban College Foundation and United Parcel Service:

I am writing to thank you for your generous United Parcel Service (UPS)
Scholarship. I am grateful to the donor, UPS, for their strong support within
the SSC community and their students. I was extremely happy to learn that 1
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Illiana Financial Credit Union Robin James

Drew Cookman Providence Bank & Trust

GELITA USA, Inc., Chicago

Mary K. Duggan
Village Clerk, Dolton

FALL GRAND RAFFLE

Arlo Kallemeyn
Excel Printing & Mailing

Ex-Officio

Dr. Lynette D. Stokes
South Suburban College
President

Cindy Nylen
Docter’s Interior Plantscaping

Laura Patterson
Chicago

Laura Harley-Simpson
South Holland

George Smolar
Land O’ Frost

Neal Spann
One Million Degrees

Executive Director

Patrick Rush
South Suburban College

Tim Woloszyn
Fifth Third Bank

Kim Zubrickas
Carl Buddig & Company

lliana
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In light of the cancellation of
Showcase 2020, we still have a
fun way for you to participate in
our annual Grand Raffle including
a $1,000 cash prize Sponsored
by llliana Financial Credit Union
as well as several other fabulous
items including a 49" Flat Screen
TV, 5 Tickets to Disney World,

overnight

packages in

Lake

Geneva and Harrah's Casino, and
more. We hope everyone will consider adding the raffle to your overall donation to participate in this special drawing
to be held in October. (Raffle to benefit General Funds.) Visit www.grandraffle.givesmart.com to participate.



